
Hopkinton Conservation Commission 
June 18, 2013 Meeting 

At Harold Martin School   1900 EDT 

APPROVED MINUTES 

Present were: Derek Owen, jed Merrow, Ron Klemarczyk, Doug Odie, Bob LaPree, Rob Knight, 
Lee Wilder, Erick Leadbeater 
 
Guest present: Scott Clay and Tom Burack  
 
Meeting was called to order at 1908 EDT by chairperson, Derek Owen. 
OLD BUSINESS 

1. Minutes of 05/21/13 were accepted as printed. 
2. Treasurer’s report. Spreadsheet dated 06/08/13 approved as presented.  
3. Invasive species project. Erick reports that funding may be approved by Govenor and 

Council tomorrow. Discussion re use of herbicide at Town Lands.  Proper application of 
“approved” herbicides, correctly applied are the only way (currently) to really overcome 
invasives.    Motion was to move forward with the Merrimack County Conservation 
District’s plan for control of invasive species on the Rollins and Ransmeier Lots. Motion 
approved.  

4. Clearing of Rollins Lot field has been done.  Ron reports bill has been submitted to 
Town. Spraying for invasive control is next.  See #3 above. 

5. Jed reports that the Culvert Data and Report has been done.  Ron will look at them for 
proofing.  Ron will speak with Ron Thayer, road agent, re possible “problem culverts”. 
Jed will bring reviewed report to next HCC meeting for our review. 

6. The Hopkinton Village Greenway.  Ron and Rob report that trail clearing work has 
begun.  Some short-cuts with private land owners is also happening.  $3,340 is needed for 
engineering and environmental friendly materials to construct bridges and trail walkways.  
Motion for funding  not to exceed $3,340 was approved.  Rob and Lee will price out 
Greenway Trail Markers. 

7. River access from Bohanan Lot. Bob reports that the gangway should be delivered soon.  
Bob will notify us of the actual delivery time, so volunteers can help.  Signage for launch 
drop-off was also discussed.  It was finally decided that the “logo” on the signs should be 
of the same color and format as the HCC Boundary Markers, so that folks will see a 
consistent and recognizable HCC project. Cost for signs and posts not to exceed $100.  
Approved.   

8. A Conservation Easement letter to Five Rivers Trust for the parcel at the mouth of the 
Blackwater.  Approved with revisions.  Ron will write a seperate letter from the HCC to 
Neal Cass reminding him of the verbal promise by the Selectmen to reimburse the HCC 
for the $10,000 transaction costs.  (Derek) 

9. Eric reports that the camp has received our check for the HCC’s Summer 2013 
conservation camper.  The camper also knows the camp dates and that they should plan 
to attend a fall 2013 HCC Meeting to discuss the camp experience.  

10. Finishing kiosk at the Bohanan Lot.  Lee talk with Carter Etrim and he was finishing the 
final touches on the kiosk – his scout project. 

11. Abuttor items over the lot line at the Hawthorne Lot. Lee reports that he met with Neal 
Cass and showed him pictures of the item and lot line.  Neal said he would contact 
abbutter. 

12. Scott Clay is an abutter  to the lot on Bound Tree Road, that is in Hopkinton and Warner..  
He is here to see how  aquisition of this lot is coming.  The Open Space Committee has 
discussed this issue previously.  Scott is interested in the 35 acres across from his house, 
that is in Hopkinton. Besides Warner, the Contoocook Water Precinct may want land 



around their Water Department building there.   The HCC paid for a assessment of the 
~100 acres.  The price for the Hopkinton portion of the lot seem too high. The Open 
Space Committee is still discussing this.  

13. Tom Burack is here to see our interest in protecting a portion (~30 acres) of the former 
Holmes farm on South Road (Lot 22.1).  Tom has also spoken with the Open Space 
Committee. He speaks for neighbors who are interested in protecting those acres. The lot 
has ~330’ of frontage on South Road, with about 1000’ of frontage on Old South Road.  
The property was logged some 20 years ago.  It abbuts lots owned by Meadows End 
Farm and would increase conservation acerage in this part of town. Conversations with 
Meadows End and the Forest Society have also occurred.  Tom asked if the HCC would 
pay for half of an appraisal of this lot? We agreed and it was moved and approved to pay 
for 1/2 the appraisal not to exceed $2500.  

14. At this point it was 2115 EDT and Chairman Owen asked that we table the remaining 7 
agenda items and put them on the July 23, 2013 agenda.    

 
NEW BUSINESS 

1.  As of the June 2013 HCC meeting, we would like to try having our meetings begin  at 

7 PM. 
2. 
3.  

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2120 EDT.  Thanks to Jed for DELICIOUS cookies and fresh cider. 
 
The next HCC Meeting is scheduled for July 23, 2013 at 1900 EDT at Kimball Cabins. Bob 
LaPree is host. 
 
Respectfully submitt 
Lee Wilder, HCC Secretary and Vice Chairperson 
 


